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Revision Strategies of Student Writers and Experienced Adult Writers 
Nancy Sommers 
 

I. Linear conceptions of the writing process understand revision as a separate stage at the 
end of the process  

A. Process represented in the linear model is based on irreversibility of speech 
1. **Spoken words cannot be revised 
2. Writing and speaking are different 

B. Revision process → a sequence of changes in a composition (changes initiated 
by cues and occur continually throughout the writing of a work) 

II. Methodology 
A. Four levels of change identified in essays: word, phrase, sentence, theme 

(extended statement of one idea) 
B. Students see revision as a rewording activity; clean up speech 

1. Approach revision as a “thesaurus philosophy of writing”  
a) **interest concept 

C. Students aware of lexical repetition but not conceptual repetition  
1. Blinds them of problems on a textual level 

D. Students think that if they know what they want to say, there is little reason for 
making revisions 

E. Make changes in compliance with abstract rules about the product (these rules 
don’t apply to specific problems in the text) 

III. Experienced writers 
A. Primary objective → finding the form or shape of their argument 
B. **Writer both agent and vehicle; constant process 
C. Also concern for readership 
D. Revision process more than communication → part of a process of discovering 

meaning altogether 
E. **”Writing appears to be more “like a seed than a line” → nice imagery 

1. Revision is a holistic experience and recursive process 
2. Writing is process of discovery 

 
Basic Aims of Discourse 
James E. Kinneavy 
 

I. Introduction 
A. Discourse → means the full text, oral or written, delivered at a specific time and 

place or delivered at several instances 
B. Aim of discourse → the effect that the discourse is oriented to achieve in the 

average listener or reader for whom it is intended 
1. Intent of work** and how it is desired to be understood 



2. Attempt to formulate the nature of information → there is most likely 
always persuasion or personal expression in discourse 

II. Determination of the Aims of Discourse 
A. Shouldn’t always assume that what the author says he is trying to do is actually 

what the work really accomplishes 
1. Risk of “intentional fallacy” 

B. Scientific use of language → achieve certainty 
C. Dialectical use of language → operate in area of probability 
D. Rhetorical use of language→ persuasive use of language based on seeming 

probability 
E. Poetic use of language → incorporate a rigid but internal probability 

III. **Encoder, reality, and language itself all become instrumental to the achievement of 
some practical effect in the decoder 

A. Discourse can be expressive → expressor or encoder dominates the 
communication process 

B. Product or text/work may be the focus of the process as an object worthy of 
being appreciated in its own right 

IV. **Imagery of language as a windowpane → can be used expressively, persuasively, 
referentially, and esthetically 

V. What does author want? 
A. To preserve liberal arts tradition with composition as the foundation 

 
The Technical Communicator as Author: Meaning, Power, Authority 
Jennifer Slack 
 

I. Introduction 
A. “Function of an author is to characterize the existence, circulation, and operation 

of certain discourses within a society”  
1. Certain discourses are granted privilege of authorship while others are not 

B. **Certain discourses are understood to produce authors  
1. Grant authorship to a discourse is to give that discourse an authority 

a) Authority resides in the author → empowers certain individuals 
C. Technical communicators are engaged in process of participatory communication 

II. Relevance of Communication Theory 
A. Article proposes that a new theoretical and practical image of a “technical 

communicator as author” can be established 
B. Views 

1. Transmission view of communication → a concern for possibilities and 
problems involved in message transmission (conveying meaning from 
one point to another) 

a) Technical communicator is… purveyor of meanings 
2. Translation view of communication → concern with constitution of 

meaning in the interpretation and reinterpretation of messages 



a) “ “ is… mediator of meanings 
3. Articulation view of communication → concern with the ongoing struggle 

to articulate and articulate meaning 
a) “ “ is… an author among others participates in articulating and 

rearticulating meanings 
C. Main ideas 

1. Technical communicator and technical discourse…  
a) purvey, mediate, and articulate meaning 
b) facilitate, sustain, generate, and disrupt relations of power 

III. Changing Conceptions of Meaning and Power: Transmission 
A. Term communication has its origins in the concept of transportation → people at 

centers exercise control over those on the outside 
B. Big idea: New comm. Technologies transmit knowledge and info in order to 

exercise control over space and people faster and farther (16) 
C. Transmission view → meaning is a fixed entity 

1. **Power is that which is exercised when communication is successful 
a) Sender has power when receiver behaves in intended manner 

D. Engineering English courses → educate engineers and educate surrogate 
engineers (teach engineer as a sender of a message to be a better encoder 
through the use of proper language, grammar, and style) 

1. Technical writer → a surrogate (stand-in) for the actual sender (engineer) 
a) Job role is to ensure messages are accurately encoded and 

transmitted → **transparency of communicator-as-channel 
2. **Technical writing meant to fulfill a mission → convey info to a 

particular audience or to affect that audience’s attitudes 
3. Meaning transferred over a clear channel → **writers are not supposed to 

add or contribute to the meaning with own views 
a) Meaning resides only in the sender’s intentions → technical writer 

only a surrogate encoder 
b) Miscommunication attributed to weak use of language, fail to 

include important info, or poor standards for documentation 
E. How is power understood? 

1. Power possessed by the sender and measured by the ability of the 
message to achieve the desired result in the receiver 

2. **goal is clarity and brevity 
3. Role of communicator → transmit sender’s meaning as a perfectly 

executed message (difficult) 
IV. Changing Conceptions of Meaning and Power: Translation 

A. Conception of power as negotiated 
1. Receivers add no meaning; they have no power → not necessarily true!!  

a) Communication is not a linear process that proceeds from sender 
to receiver → negotiate between sender and receiver 

b) Art of encoding and decoding → practices of translation 



B. Meaning (also power) is fluid and elusive 
1. Located in the practice of encoding, the discursive product, and in the 

practice of decoding  
C. Communication is an ongoing struggle for power (23) 
D. Shift from technical writer to technical communicator (recognize that there is 

something to add beyond skillful encoding and clear channel) 
E. Technical communicator must add, subtract, select, and change meaning (a 

translator can never be transparent) 
1. **Idea that communicator makes meaning 

V. Changing Conceptions of Meaning and Power: Articulation 
A. **middle of page 25 gives good explanation (look over again) 
B. Articulation → ongoing process relating meaning and power  

1. Acknowledges the mediator (includes channels of transmission) 
2. Idea of identity train → can rearrange order of train cars and articulate 

different meaning 
3. Meaning understood as an articulation that moves through ongoing 

processes of rearticulation 
a) Each medium contributes in process of articulating/rearticulating 

meaning 
4. Power → what draws and redraws the lines of articulation 

a) **Power is what works to fix meanings 
b) Cannot grant technical communicators status as authors merely in 

the scientific sense of conveyors of fact 
(1) There is an articulation of voices 

c) **Technical communicators are authors 
VI. Implications for Pedagogy and Practice 

A. Tech comm field has growing tension between transmission, translation, and 
articulation 

B. Communicators must be able to analyze ethical implication of meanings they 
contribute to  

1. **Who we work for and what we communicate matters (32) 
C. Communicators need to have strong grasp of relationship between technology 

and discourse and between science and rhetoric 
D. Also need to understand how organizations operate (relationship between power, 

knowledge, and organization) 
E. **Need to understand role from an articulation view 

1. **Tech comms have full authorial role 


