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Naming What We Know (Section 3): Writing Enacts and Creates Identities and Ideologies 
 

I. 3.0 
A. Ideology: a system of ideas and beliefs that together constitute a comprehensive 

worldview 
1. Writing is always ideological because discourses/language use do not 

exist independently from cultures and their ideologies 
B. There is no general literacy 

1. Literacy always in some way involved in the negotiation of identities and 
ideologies in specific social situations 

2. Writers are not separate from their writing 
3. Writers enact identity based on social implications 

C. Writing is deeply involved in struggles over power, formation of identities, 
negotiation, perpetuation, and contestation of belief systems 

D. **Interesting point: “Writing is an ideological, socially involved practice and thus 
inescapably implicated in identity making” → this threshold concept has vexed 
the project of writing education like first-year writing and placement tests 

II. 3.1 → Writing is Linked to Identity 
A. Writing plays a role in the construction of self 
B. Our identities are the ongoing, continually under-construction product of our 

participation in a number of engagements 
C. Writing functions as a key form of socialization as we learn to become members 

of academic disciplines 
D. **Difficulties people have with writing are not necessarily due to a lack of 

intelligence or a diminished level of literacy but rather to whether they can see 
themselves as participants in a particular community 

III. 3.2 → Writers’ histories, processes, and identities vary 
A. Writers’ identities are a function of the time when they live (historical context) 
B. Influence of technology 
C. **Teachers have shifted from teaching writing through analysis of others’ texts to 

teaching writing through engaging students in composing itself 
D. Paradoxical nature of writing → we write as both individuals and as social beings 

IV. 3.3 → Writing is informed by prior experience 
A. Writing is never isolated  
B. Always part of a larger network or conversation 
C. Prior knowledge helps writers analyze their new rhetorical situations 

V. 3.4 → Disciplinary and professional identities are constructed through writing 
A. Writing as a means of thinking, a form of inquiry and research, and a means for 

communication within a discipline plays a critical role in identity transformation 
and expansion 

B. Writing is a process linked to development of new, professional identities 



1. **Learn how to be within a group with social conventions, norms, and 
expectations 

VI. 3.5 → Writing provides a representation of ideologies and identities 
A. Identity politics → idea that one’s self-defined identities drive one’s choices as 

they engage in discussions, actions and interactions 
B. “Strategic essentialism” → reduction of complex political and economic relations 

in order to present a political statement 
C. What are some ways that teachers can bring representation into the writing 

classroom? 


